successfully mastered one crisis, now found themselves plunged into
another, to which neither their imagination nor their resources
were equal That those who are most unsparing m their condemna-
tion today, are the very men who laboured most strenuously at the
time to render their task insuperable, may help to explain, but never
explain away, the failure of these responsible leaders to open their
own eyes, and those of the country, to the inescapable fact that
war of total enslavement and partial extermination was not only
mtended to Britain, but had actually begun, and might well be lost
aeyond hope of recovery before a shot had been fired The sterling
>ervice they had performed in surmounting the earlier crisis, im-
parts a note of high tragedy to their failure that is conspicuously
lacking from the crook drama of contemporary Fiench politics
[f devils laughed at the spectacle of Pierre Laval, angels may perhaps
have wept over that of Stanley Baldwin

To the psychologist, however, it will merely seem a repetition of
the oldest and commonest tragedy in the universe, that of the failure
of the creature to adapt itself to environment These well-meaning
and at least averagely competent human beings, being posed with a
riddle of the Sphinx to which they could find no conceivable answer,
sought refuge in evasion They successfully persuaded themselves
that what was too bad to be true had no right to exist, that Provi-
dence would not suffer them to be tempted above that they were
able* They did not, because they dared not, admit even to them-
selves the necessity for total mobilization, the mere suggestion of
which would have been equivalent to throwing in their hand, and
giving place to a ministry pledged to cut down armaments to a
minimum It was Mr Baldwin's obsession with this dilemma, that
explains the staggering candour of his admission that he had con-
cealed the extent of German rearmament from the country in order
to win a general election If the result of losing it would have been
an English repetition of the experience Blum in France, we may
perhaps thank God that he did so, even if we are somewhat less
inclined to thank Baldwin, Moreover that line of defence, such as it
iff, will not hold good for the failure to rouse the country after the
election*

Of that, try as we will to make allowances, there can be only one
explanation It was not "practical politics" And it was to the
tradition and atmosphere of practical politics that the minds of Mr
Baldwin and his colleagues had been attuned No wonder that under
such circumstances they had no use for the gifts of Winston Churchill,
and barred him from the Cabinet as if he had been infected with
leprosy For practical politics, though he had played it in the past
with as great a zest as any of them, was a game that he had put behind
hini for ever. He was unashamedly determined to look the worst in
the face and, as far as in him lay, to make his countrymen do the
aame^And since no consideration of political or even patriotic
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